
 

PARISH OF SANTA TERESA DE JESÚS 
Guayaquil: 09.01.5825 

**************************
 Dear ................... 
 
It was a month when many things were happening 
and yet, for me,  it has been the quietest month 
that I have experienced for quite a number of 
years. Let me explain. The parish feast was on 
15th October, the feast of Saint Teresa of Avila, as 
she is best known in Europe. As the parish had 
been divided into 12 sectors we decided that in 
spite of having the traditional Novena in 
preparation for the feast, we would have a 
religious celebration in each sector. The 
celebrations were varied, from religious music and 
dance festivals to depicting the life of St. Teresa, 
to processions through the streets saying the 
rosary, Mass etc. etc. It proved to have been a 
very good idea for bringing all the elements and 
areas of the parish into consideration. Fortunately 
we planned this in advance and before the end of 
September I had sent around a circular reminding 

Fortunately, because at the beginning of October I 
was hospitalised for what should have been an 
insignificant surgery. It did not turn out that way.  
I lost a lot of blood. My poor heart reacted and I 
was rushed off to hospital once again. There 
things were cooled off and when I returned home  
I have had to rest -  to tame the heart and settle 
the graft and plate screwed into my thing. It is like 
having an old car garaged for repairs! Anyhow, I 
will soon be on the road again and better equiped  
than ever.  
 Stained glass window of St. Teresa in the Church. 
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each sector of its commitment. 
  

Maybe a touch of nostalgia but I was amused to come across this photo where the altar servers came to 

the rescue as I was struggling to get up the hill after blessing and celebrating Mass with the fishing fleet.   

 

 

 



      CASA ABIERTA – OPEN HOUSE                    MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

Catechising the youth is an important activity in         

every parrish. The schools do little to help. 

Recruiting and forming catechists is therefore a 

priority. University students form the basis of the 

catechetical group in most parishes. This presents 

its own problems as the students attend the 

university at night and have to work during the 

day in order to finance their studies.  Their free 

time is very limited. In our parish I meet with the 

catechists weekly from 9 to 10,30 p.m.  

 

Another aspect of our catechesis is to have an 

“open house” where the activity of each group is 

exhibited in a colourful and interesting way. They  

have to explain their work to those who attend  

and answer questions put to them by the 

audience. It is the first time that this was done in 

this parish and the kids prepared their “stand” 

very well and the public showed quite a lot of 

interest. It is a useful exercise. 

PRESIDENTIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 

In March of next year we have a general election 

where President and Parliament are subjected to the 

popular vote. President Correa, who has been in power 

for the last ten years, has decided not to stand (though 

he would probably win if he elected to take part.) 

Educational, health and other services have been 

greatly improved. The road system has been 

transformed and can compare with any developed 

country. He became too powerful, was highly 

intelligent and could destroy the arguments of anyone 

who opposed him. Though “clean” himself many of his 

party were corrupt. Anti-corruption is the campaign 

slogan of all parties of the opposition.  

One of the principal projects that I have been 

developing during the past number of years is the 

formation of a Missionary Association. It is an 

association of lay people that commit themselves 

to help out in parishes as catechists, readers, 

ministers of Holy Communion to the sick etc. 

Prayer, scripture reading and apostolic action are 

their core commitment.Their specific task is to 

spend a few hours weekly visiting people who 

have strayed away from the church or who have 

no religion at all to give them instruction in the 

faith. They can also give church services in places 

where there are no priests and there are many 

areas of Ecuador where small villages rarely see a 

priest. One of the priests of the Society had a 

parish where he had 180 villages to visit. You can 

imagine that it is not so easy to maintain contact 

with all of them. The Association now has groups 

in various parishes. Consuelo, a missionary who 

works with me in the parish sends them a weekly 

bulletin for study and I visit every group once a 

month. Sessions can be quite long. On Monday we 

left the house at 3 p.m. and returned at midnight. 

 

That is all for the moment. Sorry if the various 

“pieces” are rather long winded. 

 

God bless, 

  Fr. Colin 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


